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1 hftvy years after the] 
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those spiritual heroes. In the 
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ine, the emperors, the consuls, and the 
als of armies, Gevoutly v the 
ciifesof a tent maker and a sherman 5 


e hundred al 
ms deaths Ol 


“er nei 
“on al 
acanh alu <4 





visited 


heir vencrable bones were deposited 

the altars ot Christ, on which the 
pps of the royal city Cé ntinually otfered 
nbloody sacrifice. Lhe new capital 
e eastern world, unable to produce any 
nt and domestic trophies, was enrich- | 
the spoils of dependent provinces. 
bodies of St. Andrew, St. Luke, ana 
imothy, had reposed near S00 years, ih 
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sported, in solemu pomp, to the church 
e Apostles, which the magmiaicence 
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prophet ot the people of Israel. Huis 
, deposited in a golden vase,and cover- 
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ps intoeacn other's hands. The re- 
{Samuel were received by the people, 
hesahe joy and reverence which they 
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the long period cf twelve hundred 
Which elapsed between the reign of 
lantine and the reformation of Luther, 
; and relics corrupted 
Pure and pertcct simplicity of the Chris 
Rodel ; and some symptoms of degenc- 
may O¢ Ouserved even in the first ge- 
ons Which adopted and cherished this 
MCIOUS Innovation, 


The satistactory experience, that the 
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oe unts were more valuable than 
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laltiply the treasures of the churca. 
= wuch regard for truth or probabil- 
emp hames for sxeletons, und 
ny eeaines. ‘Lhe tame of the Apos- 
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 aaating mane of a Saint, A supersti- 
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4a worid., 
ress of superstition would 
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Mister of the vi ms and the ecclesiast- 
Rt twenty a he m.. of Carphagamala, 
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ME beard. te silence of the pight, with 
Dur ‘ S ao robe, anda gol rod ; 
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his own to the astonished presbyter, 
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hstiay fait the first martyr of the 
fielg. ’ were secretly buried in the 


* Dut the pres 
€ been much" 
"© faith of th 

OY the se 


&} 
eT)! 


1 Wh 


tience, that it was time to release himself, 
and his companions from their obscure pri- 
son ; that their appearance would be salu- 
tary toa distressed workl; and that they 
had made choice of Lucian to inform the 
bishop of Jerusalem of their situation and 
their wishes. The doubts and difficulties which 
still retarded this important discovery, were 
successively removed by new visious: and 
the ground was opened by the bishop, in the 
presence of an innumerable multitude. The 
coffins of Gamaliel, of his son, and of his 
friend, were found in regular order; but 


/ when the fourth coffin, which contained the 


remains of Stephen, was shown to the light, 
the earth trembled, and an odour, such as 
that of Paradise, was smelt, which instantly 
cured the various diseases of seventy-three 

the assistants. ‘The companions of Ste- 
phen were left in their peaceful residence 
at Varphagamala ; but the relics of the first 
martyr were transported in solemn proces- 
sion to a church constructed in their honour 
on Mount Sion ; and the minute particles of 
those relics, adrop of blood, or the scrap- 
ings of a bone, were acknowledged, in al- 
most every province of the Roman world, 
<o possess a divine and miraculous virtue. 
The grave and learned Augustine, 
whose understanding scarcely admits the 
excuse of credulity, has attested the innu- 
merable prodigies which were performed in 
Africa by the relics of St. Stephen; and 
this marvellous narrative is inserted in the 
elaborate work of the City of God, which 
the bishop of Hippo designed as a solid and 
mimortal proof of the truth of Christianity. 
\ugustin solemnly declares, that he has se- 
iected those miracles only which were pub- 
licly certified by the persons who were either 
the objects, or the spectators, of the power 
of the martyr. Many prodigies were omit- 
ted, or forgotten ; and Hippo had been less 
favourably treated than the other cities of 
the province, And yet the bishop enume- 
rates above 70 miracles, of which three 
were resurrections from the dead, in the 
space of two years, and within the limits of 
his own diocese. If we enlarge our view to 
ali the dioceses, and all the saints of the 
Christian world, it will not be casy to cal- 
ulate the fables and the errours, which ts 
sued from this inexhaustible source, jut 
we may surely be allowed to observe, that 
a miracie, in that age of superstition and 
credulity, lost its name and its merit, since 
it could scarcely be considered as a devia- 


‘tion from the ordinary, and established laws 


ot 


nature. 


monarchy of Heaven, already clouded by 
metaphysical subtleties, was degraded by 
the introduction of a popular mythology, 
which tended to restore the feign of poly- 
theism, 

IV. As the objects of religion were gra- 
| dually reduced to the standard of the imagina- 
| tion, the rites and ceremonies were intro- 
duced that seemed most powerfully to affect 
the senses of the vulgar. If, in the begin- 
ning of the fifth century, Tertullian or Lac- 
tantius, had been suddenly raised trom the 
dead, to assist ‘it the festival of some pop- 
ular saint or martyr; they would have gAzZ- 
ed with astonisiament and indignation, on the 
profane spectacle, which had succeeded to 
the pure and spiritual worship of a Christian 
congregation. As soon as the doors of the 
church were thrown open,they must have been 
offended by the smoke of incense,the perfume 
of flowers, and the glare of lamps and tapers, 
which diffused, at noonday, a gaudy,superftu- 
ous, and, in their opinion, a sacreligious light, 
If they approached the balustrade of the 
altar, they made their way through the 
prostrate crowd, consisting, for the most 
part, of strangers and pilgrims, who resort- 
ed to the city on the vigil of the feast; and 
who already felt the strong intoxication of 
fanaticism, and, perhaps, of wine. Their 
devout kisses were imprinted en the wails 
and pavements of this sacred edifice ; and 
their fervent prayers were directed, whate- 
ver might be the language of their church, 
tothe bones, the blood, or the ashes of the 
saint, which were usually concealed, by a 
Jinen or silken veil, from the eyes of the vul- 
The Christians frequented the tombs 
ot the martyrs, in the hope of obtaining, 
from their poweritul intercession, ey ery sort 
of spiritual, but more especially of tempo- 
ral, blessings. They implored the preser- 
vation of their health, or the Cure of their 
infirmities ; the fruitfulness of their barren 
wives, or the safety and happiness of their 
Ichildren. Whenever they undertook any 
| distant or dangerous journey, they request- 
ed, that the holy martyrs would be their 


rar 


tombs of the murtyrs, to celebrate, with 
grateful thanksgivings, their obligations to 
the memory and relics of those heavenly 
patrons. ‘The walls were hung round with 
symbols of the fayours, which they had re 
ceived; eyes, and hands, and feet, of gold 
and silver: and edifying pictures, which 





j could not long escape the abuse of indisereet 


‘JT. The innumerable miracles, of which the | oT idolatrous devotion, represented the image, 


tombs of the martyrs were te perpetual thea. 
tre, revealed to the pious believer the state 
and constitution of the invisible world ; and 
his religious speculations appear to be found- 


souls, in the long interval between the disso- 


. “ - = Cat Se or oe Ty Seay, MR” sanrotane | . 
jution and the resurrection of their bodies, pas the Catholic church imitated the profane | the 
it was evident that the supericr spirits of | 


the saints and martyrs did not consume that 

portion of their existence in silent and in- 

glorious sleep. It was evident (without pre- 
suming to determine the place of their ha- 
bitation, or the nature of their felicity) that 
they enjoyed the lively and active conscious- 

ness of their happiness, their virtue, and 

their powers; and that they had already 

secured the possession of their eternal re- 
ward. “Phe enlargement of their intellec- 

tual faculties surpassed the measure uf the 

human imagination ; since it was proved by 

experience, that they were capable of hear- 

ing and understanding the various petitions 
of their numerous votaries; who, in the 

same moment of time, but in the most dis- 

tant parts of the world, mvoked the name 

and assistance of Stephen or of Martin. Vhe 

confidence of thetr petitioners, was founded 
on the persuasion, that the saints who reign- 
ed with Christ, cast an eye of pity upon 

earth; that they were warmly interested 
in the prosperity of the Catholic church ; 
and that the individuals who imitated tie 
example of their faith and piety, were the 
peculiar and favourite objects of their most 

tender regard. Sometimes, indeed, their 
friendship might be influenced by considera- 
tions of a jess exalted kind; they view- 
ed, with partial affection, the places which 
had been consecrated by their birth, their 
residence, their death, their barial, or the 
possession of their relics. The meaner passion 
of pride, avarice, and revenge, may be deem- 
ed unworthy of a celestial breast; yet the 
saints themselves condescended to testify 

their gratetul approbation of the liberality 

of thew votaries: and the sharpest bolis ot 
punishment were hurled against those impi- 
vus wretches, who violated their magnifi- 
cent shrines, or disbelieved their supernatu- 
ral power. Atrocious, indeed, must have 
veen tne guilt, and strange would have been 
cae scepticism of those men, if they had obsti- 
uately resisted the proofs ot a divine agency 

which the elements, the whole range of the 
animal creation, and even the subtie and In- 
visible operations of the human mind, were 
compelicd to obey. The immediate, and 
ulmost instantaneous, effects, that were sup- 
posed to toliow the prayer, or the offence, 
satishied the Christians, of the ample mea- 
sure of favour and authority, which the 
saints enjoyed in the presence of the Su- 
preme God; and it scemed almost super- 
fluous to inquire whether they were Contin- 
ually obliged to intercede before the throne 
of grace: or ‘whether they might not be 
permitted to exercise, according to the dic- 
tates of their benevolence and justice, thé 
delegated powers of ther suborainate min- 
istry. ‘Lhe imagination, which had been 
yaised by a painful effort to the eontempla- 
tion and worship of the Universal Cause, 
eagerly embraced such mferior objects of 
adoration, as were more proportioued to its 
gross conceptions and imperfect faculties. 
The sublime and simple theology of Chris- 





He added with some impa- 


btians, was gradually corrupted; and the 


ithe attributes, and the miracles of the tute- 
lar saint. Phe same unitorm original spirit 
of superstition might sagyest, in the most 
distant ages and countries, the same me- 
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lingenuously be confessed, that the minister's 


model, which they were impatient to de- 
istroy. ‘Lhe most respectable bishops had 
persuaded themselves, that the ignorant rus- 
tics would more cheerfully renounce the 
superstitions of Paganism, if they found 
some resemblance, sume compensation, in 
the bosom of Christianity. The religion of 
Constantine achieved, in less than a centu- 
ry, the final conquest of the Roman empire: 
but the victors themselves were insensibly 
subdued by the arts of their vanquished ri- 


vals. ’ 





icligious sselections. 





THE RESURRECTION. 


The following paragraphs are extracted 
from the Address, delivered at the inter 
mentof tie late Rev. Philander Chase, 
jun. on the third of March, 1824, b 
the Rev.Edward Ratiedge. 

A few weeks since, when the stream of 
life moved so sluggishly that he knew it 
would soon cease to flow, he called the indi- 
vidual who now addresses you to his bed- 
side, and with a tongue that never faltered, 
and an eye that spoke serenity, he remark- 
ed, ** My life has been short and unprofita- 
ble ; it pleased God to lay his hand upon 
me soon after I was ‘set for the defence 
of the gospel,’ and small has been my op- 
portunity of benefitting my fellow-men, by 
proclaiming its saving truths. But though 
my hfe has been na great measure vain, 
perhaps my death may be rendered profita- 
ble. 1 have selected a passage of Scripture, 
from which you must discourse at my grave, 
and God grant that the effect may be useful 
to your hearers.” ‘The passage which he 
chose, and which shall lead our present re- 
flections, he poivted out to me, in St. Mat- 
thew, xxviii. 6. ** Come see, the place where 
the Lord lay.” 

In discoursing on these words, your at- 
tention will first be directed to a most beau- 
tiful interpretation of their import, given to 
me by our deceased friend. 

The text, you are aware, was the lan- 
guage of aheavenly messenger, to the two 
Marys, who on coming to the tomb of the 
Saviour, were astonished to find it empty. 
Every word in this language of the angel, 
was, in the opinion of our deceased brother, 
most powerfully emphatic, and calculated to 
impart some useful truth ; and on its vari- 
ous members you shall hear his comment. 
{t commences with an invitation to Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary, whose 
hearts were overcome by fear, not only at 
secing the sepulchre deprived of its precious 
deposit, but also from the presence of a 
celestial being, whose countenance was like 
lightning, and whose raiment was white as 
snow 3 “* Come, see the place where the 
Lord lay.” 

* Here,” said‘ our lamented friend, “ dere 
is most strikingly displayed the contrast be- 
tween the heayenly and the worldly spirit ; 





guides and protectors on the road; and if} 
they returned, without having experienced | 
any misfortune, they again hastened to the} 


’ | are verified all those solemn predictions, on 
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between the language of Christianity, and 
the language of infidelity. He who knows 
not Christ, bids vou shun all thoughts of 
death and of the grave. Whenever it comes 
betore his mind, it is attended with its 
melancholy accompaniments of darkness 
and of gloom. He deems it the place of 
dissolution and decay for all that he vals 
himself and his kindred for; as the spot 
which must be performed such scenes, as 
cause the most powerful minds to shudder 
at their contemplation. He considers it as 
the commencement of eternal misery, or as 
the intreduction to a never ending sleep ; as 
the inexorable prison of body and soul. 
Thus looking on the grave, infidelity calls on 
her votaries to fice from it; to banish all 
ideas which may arise in their bosoms con- 
cerning it, and to close their ears to its 
calls ; to conceal it from their view by every 
artifice ; to drown their sensibilities when 
awake toit, in the intoxicating bowl, and to 
shut their eyes to it, when walking on its 
very brink. 

‘Far different from this, is the language 
of Christianity. She addresses her children 
in the accents of the Angel: * Come, see the 
place where the Lord lay” She calls on 
them to meditate on the grave by day and 
by night ; to consider it as the end of their 
probation and the entrance on their reward ; 
as the peaceful home appointed for all living, 
in which they may sweetly repose, when 
the storms of iife have ceased. She tells 
them it has no terrors. She imparts to 
them such cheering views concerning it, 
that when told by sickness or by age, that 
their graves are ready for them, they feel 
notone uneasy pang. She bids them view 
it as the chamber into which they must en- 
ter, to hear the voice of the Son of Gad 
calling them forth to life, to immortal life 
in heaven. 

** Mark, now,” said our deceased friend, 
“the cause of this difference between the 
views of the infidel and the Christian, con- 
cerning the grave, where both must surel) 
lie. ‘The one contemplates it only as th: 
body is concerned, with no rays to illumine 
its darkness and to cheer its silence: the 
otifer thinks of it as the place where his Lord 
| day, and asks his soul—Can that be a gloom: 
which has been the residence ot 


> 





, 
ibode, asl 


! 
Can that be painful, which Christ has de- 
? 
lof mankind—=which he has strewn with 


that 1s lovely, and animating, and delight- 
i ful? Can that spot be dark, which has been 
| rradiated by the sun of Righteousness? 
i 
| rived of its power to hurt? Can that be 
any but a desirable dwelling, which has 
ibeen sanctified and blessed by the Saviour 
\ flowers aud gilded with heavenly light ? 
“Oh! cowd such views be always cher- 
}ished by the disciples of our Lord, how 


‘hey would esteem it a privilege to 
idie, and to repose in that mansion which 
Son of God had occupied beiore 
lthem.” 

| Besides these comforting, clevating views 
lof the grave, suggested by the passage be- 
| fore us, our departed ‘friend saw in it still 
| more that was calculated to impart tous im- 
{portant lessons. It contains, he thought, in 
(its very construction, the disclosure of an 
existence beyond the tomb. ‘“ Observe,” 
said. he, “the expression, ‘Come see the 
place where the Lord lay.” He does nat lie 
there sti; he has left the sepulchre—not, 
as the watchmen were impiously instracted 
to declare, through the instrumentality of 
| his disciples, but by his own inherent pow- 
er, which enabled him to lay down his life, 
and to take it up again. ere is preached, 
the triumphant truth of a resurrection 
from the dead. Here is spoken} the fulfil- 
ment of the prophecy, * Thou wilt not 
‘leave my soul in heil, neither wilt thou sut 
| fer thy Holy One to see corruption’ Here 





|the completion of which our Saviour rested 
ithe truth of his mission. Here it is declar- 
ed, with power, that he was the Son of God, 
and that when the purposes for which he 
was born, and lived, and died, and was bu- 
ried, were accomplished, he ascended up on 
high, where he was before.” 

When he had gone thus far in his re- 
marks, the spirit of our brother, which 
was soon to take its flight, appeared to rise 
strongly, and to triumph over all the decays 
of the body ; when he continued—* All of 
us must, like our blessed Redeemer, sieep, 
one day or other, if the silent tomb ; and it 
is a question of the deepest interest to us, 
whether we all, like him, shall rise; or 
whether in his case oniy the bonds of death 
were burst ?”? Then, with the utmost anima- 
tion, he exclaimed, ‘* We too, indeed, shall 
rise ; for the bars which shut the prison 
have been broken, and nothing now remains 
to keep the soul confined. Christ was the 
first fruits of them that slept. If the spirit 
of God dwells in us, He that raised up 
Christ from the dead, will also quicken our 
mortal bodies by his spirit that dwelleth in 
us. Now certainly the believer can bid 
farewell to all the bright scenes and fond 
endearments of earth : now he can calmly 
meet- the destroyer in his most horrid 
forms: now he can sink into the grave with- 
out alarm, for he is assured that in his flesh 
he shall see God. ‘That which appears so 
dark and dreadful to the infidel and the 
sceptic, is to the Christian but a necessary 
process by which corruption is to be chang- 
ed for incorruption, and mortality for im- 
mortality. “fhe flesh shall rest in hope. 
‘he grave which he is to occupy will, like 
his divine Master’s, be called on to deliver 
up its trust, and Ae, with all the * redeemed 
of the Lord,’ will rise to life eternal. Be- 
lieving that Jesus ‘died and rose again,’ he 
confidently trusts that those also who sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with him. He 
knows that, hereafter, his ascended Lord 
shall ‘descend from heaven with a shout, 


trump of God, and that the dead in Chrift 
(among whom he will be) shall rise first: 
that they also which are alive and remain, 
shall be caught up, to meet the Lord in the 
air, and so shall be ever with the Lord.’?” 


From the Christian Mirror. 
“WITH LONG LIFE WILL I SATISFY HIM.” 


Vhave noticed with surprise the duration 
of the ministry of the prophets, and have 
thought it made an impressive display of 
the special providence of God. 


ity 


Hosea 62 
Micah 


Elisha 


Isaiah prophecied 54 years, 
Jeremiah 39 43 
Daniel 73 65 

The length to which the ministry of 
these men is drawn out is quite re- 
markable in itself; but it is more remarka- 
ble, when the perilous times in which some 
of them lived is considered ; and it is more 
remarkable still, in view of their boldness 
and faithfulness, and the peculiarly offensive 
nature of their messages. 

The preservation of the apostles equally 
displays the care of God Paul, amidst un- 
numbered dangers, pursued his ministry 
about 34 years, and Peter about 40. The 
apostie John lived to the age of nearly 100. 
the same providence is displayed im the 
age to which preachers of the Gospel have 
uttained, since the period of scripture his- 
tory. 


90 
78 


Polycarp lived 99 years, St. Jerome 
St. Augustine 76 Grosseteste 
Vhos.A Kempis91 Luther 

Latimer 84 Knox 76 


These lived in the times of trouble. [I 
should not make such a list, if there were 
no other evidences of the care of God over 
his public servants; for these instances 
might be met by others of early death. A 
few years since, calculations were made in 
the Boston Recorder, on a subject connected 
with this, that presented some extraordina- 
ry results. By the catalogues of the num- 
ber of colleges in the United States, it ap- 
peared, that the deaths among ministers 
vho graduated since 1780, were to the 
deaths among all that graduated, as one to 
two; and that the term of life is twice as 
zreat for a generation of ministers, as for a 
generation of alumni. The following is one 
instance among several. Out of 243 minis- 
ters who were educated at Cambridge from 
1780 to 1821, 35 had died ; that is one out 
£7. Out of 1981 graduates, 425 had diedy 
that isin the proportion of one to 44. 

Uhese facts present us an interesting idea 
of tue influence of reimgion, and of che care 
of God over his people. I have no doubt 
that if, in any place, 1000 religious youth of 
25 years of age were sclected, and 1000 ir- 
religious youth of the same age, anc the 
average duration of their lives were ascer- 
tained, the lives of the religious youth would 
be found very considerably longer, om an 
average,than those of theirreligious I should 
not be surprised if, in many places, they 
were found to live generally 10, or even 15 
years longer. 

There are natural causes for the differ- 
ence-—The habits of the irreligious gene- 
rally tend to shorten life, and in many in- 
stances, occasion very premature death ; on 
the contrary, the steady and temperate ha- 
bits, and moderation and calmness of feelings 
in Christians, tend to prolong their days. 

The Bible teaches us to expect such 2 
fact—The welfare of Christ’s cause, and 
the welfare of men’s sculs,are concerti- 
ed in the preservation of the lives of His 
people. 

Though they may ardently long to enter 
into the bliss of Heaven, yet that which is 
dearer to them than their own happiness, the 
glory of God in the salvation of men, makes it 
a blessing to live. With an opportunity of 
promoting the cause of Christ they will of- 
ten be gratified beyond their hopes. These 
promises of the Bible, will hereafter be per- 
formed with increasing fulness. ‘“ Yea, thou 
shalt see thy children, and peace unto Isra- 
el”? “As the days of a tree, shall be the 
days of my people,” &c. Cc. C. 


eal 
CHARACTER OF THE TRUE MISSIONARY. 


From the speech of the Right Honourable 
Charles Grant, M. P. at the late anni» 
versary of the London Church Mission- 
ary Society. 

There is something peculiarly attractive 
and admirable in the character of zealous 
and devoted Missionaries—in their separa- 
tion from the common objects of human de- 


of even difficulties and dangers in the cause 
of Christ—in their systematic abstraction 
from the practices and pleasures of man- 
kind—3in that love of Christ, which teats 
asunder the dearest charities and sympa- 
thies of our nature: there is something in 
this, and in the concentration of all the 
powers of the heart to one purpose, which 
must strike every pious and well-disciplined 
mind with admiration. And when we 
add to tais, the real object of those efforts 
—and there is no object which we are so 
apt to forget—but look at the object of the 
Christian Missionary, as contrasted with 
that of the heroes and conquerors of this 
world—look at tHe standard uader which 
the Missionary marches, and look at the 
standards of the followers of earthly am 

sion and of earthly power: their mottos 

their standards are indicative of unive 


_of conquered nations; but look at the stan- 
dard of the Missionary—the cross of the 
Saviour whom he follows—and there you see 
at once, the motive and the object, the prin 

ciple and the example, the suffering: / 

the triumph! Here you may sre waere - 
led, ina moment, all that was paradoxica 








with the voice of the arghangel and the 


before. Here you see how a mpa can be 


sire-in their decided preference to thesej® 


conquest, and their trophies are the spails~ 
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the meekest, and yet the most resolute man 
in the work. Here you may see how he, 
who pants only for death, should yet rejoice 
to submit to a long life of privation, and sor- 
row and suffering. i é 

My Lord, this is no imagifiary picture: 

Can we not appeal to recent experience, in 
, that the picture is in fact, too faintly 
rawn? Need I mention to you the name ot 
MARTYN ? Need I say that it is a ques- 
tion, whether, in all history, there 1s a spec- 
tacle more sublime and more deefly touch- 
ing, than the spectacle of Martyn, unaided 
and alone, passing month after month in the 
capital of Mahomedan Persia, and there 
exhausting hishealth and strength in pro- 
claiming that name, which he had found 
dearer to him than his life ? 

Or, if a spectacle still more touching can 
be exhibited, it is the same individual, sink- 
ing under excessive anguish and suffering, 
into that disease which terminated his mor- 
gal existence, and laying his head upon the 

ve which received him. But Martyn, 

heft inscribed in that solitude—-that there 
he had found a Friend, a Benefactor, and a 
Comforter, : 

But, my Lord, as I have touched on this 
recent instance, let me rec&l to your remem- 
brance one of an older detc—one of the 
first of Missionaries. Let me speak of him, 
who said, with something like contempt, 
Our light afflictions, which are but for a mo- 
ment, work out for use far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of giory. And let me 
ask you, what were those light and moment- 
ary afflictions? They ran through a course 
of thirty years, spent in lebours more abun- 
dant, in stripes above measure, in prisons 
Sreguiat, in deaths oft,in journeyings often, 
in perils of waters, in prerits of robbers, m 
prerils by his own countrymen, in picrils by 
she heathen. 

But we have heard to day, that the same 
spirit is still alive. We have been told, ye- 
ry eloquentiy and pathetically, of the West 
African Missionaries ; and while my friend 
was speaking, another near me ailuded toan 
expression usec by a distinguished character 
respecting the French armies sent against 
St Sominige>-thet they were marching to 
their graves. Let us not, however, be alarm- 
ed at these words; nor let them damp the 
courage of any future Missionary. They 
may be marching to an early grave: but 
we cannot stop there—they are marching to 
an eariy immortality. 
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From the Boston ‘Telegraph. 
MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


‘The September number of the Mission- 

; Herald is uncommonly interesting. A 
few of the leading facts are presented be- 
low. 


PALESTINE MISSION. 


On the 29th of September, Mr. Fisk, in 
company with Mr. Wolff, visited Shanfi and 
Bzomer. At the latter place were about 
twenty young men, pursuing theological 
studies, under Gregory, the Armenian Cath- 
olic Patriarch. Mr. Fisk speaks very fa- 
vourably of this establishment; and says 
that, in all the monastic establishments he 
had visited, he had not met with men of 
equai talents and acquisitions. They made 
many inquiries about a printing press; and 
seemed to have it in contemplation to pro- 
cure one. The next day he visited Tripoli, 
which stands at the foot of Mount Lebenon, 
and contains about 15,000 inhabitants. Mr. 
F. estimates tlie whole number of convents 
on Meunt Lebanon, at about a hundred ;— 
Syrian Catholics 2, Armenian Catholics 3, 
Greeks 10, Greek Catholics about 20, Ma- 
ronites about 65. The whoie population of 
Marouiics is estimated at from 100,000 to 
150,00).—-$-he_“* Cedars of Lebanon” are 
not found on the highest summit of the 
mount, as as been sometimes said, but oc- 
cupy a kind of amphitheatre below, open- 
ing to the West, with mountains to the 
North, South, and East. They cover an 
extent of about three quarters of a mile in 
circumference, ahd are about 300 in number; 
the tallest ninety feet in height. On a moun- 
tain north east of the cedars, which Mr. F. 
supposes to be the highest peak, he found 
snow in some spets, which had been there 
during all the warm season. Oct. 9th, he 
visited the ruins of Balbec. The “Temple 
of the Sun,” which stands at the north 
‘west part of the present town, of course at- 
tracted his first attention. A great part of 
the walls and many of the columns are 
still standing. The whole length of the 
temple, from East to West, is near 300 
paces, and the width about 170 at the west 
end,—at the east much narrower, Many 
appearances indicate, that several parts ot 
the walls are more modern than the origina! 
@tructure; and that, at some period since it 
was a place of idol worship, it has been 
made a Turkish fortress, 

Mr. King’s Journal mentions a visit which 
he made to the ruins of Tyre. During a 
short excursion by water, aroundthe foot of 
the peninsula, he saw a vast number of co- 
dumhs, at a consideruble distance from che 
shore, some of them wholly, others partly 
wnder water. In one place he saw 40 or 50}: 
of them together; in many others, 8 or 10 
These facts would seen} to indicate, that the 

ninsula was once much more extensive 


or 300 houses.—In all their travels, the mis- 
sionaries make jt their leading object to com- 
moni¢ate religious instruction, either by 
conversation, or books, or whatever way 
aeems to be most expedient. 


CEYLON. 


The Journal of. Mr. Winslow, at Oodoo- 
Ville, in Ceylon, extends from March 30, to 
July 9, 1823. On the first mentioned day, 
he preached to a congregation of inxcar 60 
men and women, and 240 boys and girls. 
Of the former, twenty-five, some of them 
the most respectable in the vicinity, repair- 
ed te the place of worship, to attend a se- 
cond meeting, for free and personal conver- 
aation with those, who “wish to knuw the 
way of God more perfectly.” Although it 
would not be difficult in some public places 
to collect hundreds, and perhaps thousands, 
yet it is not usual for so large a number as 
above, to go to the appointed places of 
Christian worship.—On the 6th of April, a 
Sabbath School was commenced, with 165 
boys, divided into twelve classes. A small 

school for girls and women had been com- 
menced a short time previous ;-at present, 
however, there were, besides the mission 
family, but one woman and three girls, wlio 
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eda meeting of the Bibles and also of the 


Tract Society, at Jaffna; the latter of 
which had been formed recently. Six thou- 
sand copies of a tract on Ze Overthrow of 
Idolatry, in the South Sea Islands, had just 
arrived from the press at Madras; and 
5000 more, of different kinds, were ordered 
at the meeting, chiefly from the Same source. 
Two thousand Tamul Testaments were ¢x- 
pected in a short time, and were greatly 
heedéd-—On the 21st of May, Mr. W inslow 
attended a meeting of the Mallagum Ta- 
mul Bible Society, which was formed about 
eight months since, and had already re- 
ceived 200 rix-dollars, chiefly from the na- 
tives, for the purchase and distribution of 
the Scriptures. July 4th, was the third an- 
niversary of the mission at Oodocville. 
The following is a brief recapitulation of 
what had been done during that petiod : 

‘Three years ago all was here compara- 
tively new. Few could be induced to listen 
to instruction, even when carried to their 
doors, and fewer still would come up on the 
Sabbath to hear the word of God. For the 
first year we preached generally in a small 
open shed ; yet were not often crowded for 
want of room. Now we have a Bungalow, 
*hich, though not convenient, is capable of 
containing several hundred hearers, and 
sometimes is well filled. There were, at 
first, three schools transferred to this sta- 
tion ; since then, six have been established, 
and there are now nine. At first, there was 
only one with us, or around us, (now our na- 
tive preacher,) who had any love for the 
truth ; we now hope there ate fen at this 
station, who have the love of God shed 
abroad in their hearts. ‘his 1s little com- 
pared with what some have seen--little, per- 
haps, compared with the expectations of the 
churches; but something in this land of 
death—imuch more than we expected, and 
infinitely more than we have deserved to 
see. Itis the Lord’s doing. 


SOUTH AMERIGA. 


In the month of February last, Mr. Parvin, 
at Buenos Ayres, issued proposals for open- 
ing an Academy ; being recommended by 
Mr. Rodney, the American Minister, and 
other distinguished characters. In the course 
of two months, the school increased to about 
20 scholars, chiefly natives of the city, and 
sons of influential men. The English New 
Testament was one of the class-books.—A 
Sabbath School for Protestant children has 
likewise been established, at which there 
were about 20 children, who seemed much 
interested in the instructions they received. 
Religious worship has been commenced at 
the house of a pious English friend, where 
Messrs. Brigham and Parvin preach every 
Sabbath, and hold one or more evening mect- 
ings during each week. ‘lLhey regard the 
ficld of their usefulness as constantly ex- 
tending, and donot despair of a tree tolera- 
tion of religion, ere long, by order of the 
government. ‘Lhe Protestant population of 
Buenos Ayres is esumated at between 3 and 
4000. 

Receipts into the ‘Treasury of the Ameri- 
can Board, from July 13th, to August 16th, 
inclusive, $3,429, 20, 


MONTHLY CONCERT. 


Sandwich Islunds-——-A letter from Mr 
Bishop, dated Atooi, January 7th, 1824, re- 
marks pat, never, since his arrival, had his 
hopes been so raised in respect to the mis- 
sion, as at that ume. He had been on the 
island about eight months, and had begun 
to preach, though in broken language, to 
large and interested congregations. Press- 
ing requests were sent by people in different 
parts of the island, that missionary stations 
might be established among them, Yet, 
much us such invitations commended them- 
selves to the feelings of the missionaries, 
they were conipelled to decline a compli- 
ance. 

A letter from Mr. Bingham speaks of a 
little book of hymns, which is preparing in 
the language of the natives, to contain about 
60 pages. ‘l'welve pages were already print- 
ed, in an edition of 2000 copies; and the 
work was progressing as fast as circum- 
stances would permit. ‘he Islanders were 
almost impatient for its publication entire. 
Of the speliing-book, 2,500 copies had al- 
ready been distributed, and another edition 
was required without delay. During the 
three days previous to-the date of the let- 
ter, no less than 70 persons had made ap- 
plication for copies, who were generally 
supplied in the proportion of about three 
books to five persons. Some of the chiefs 
and others begin to understand Arithmetic. 
Che effects of missionary efforts on the 
morals of the people is already manifest. 
Various species of immorality have received 
a decided check. Messrs. Ellis and Bing- 
ham hoped shortly to commence a transla- 
tion of the Bible into the language of the 
islanders, 

A letter from Mr. Whitney, dated at 
Atovi, giving an encouraging view of the 
mission, states that, a house of worship has 
been provided by the chiefs of the island, at 
their own expense, in which he had preach- 
ed for the last eight months ;——that two 
flourishing schools are in operation, under 
the care of the mission, containing, unitedly, 
120 scholars ;~—that ordsrs have been given 
to the inhabitants of this and the neighbour- 
ing island of Oneehow, strictly to observe 
the Sabbath ;—that infanticide is made pun- 
ishable with death ;—and that the general 
prospects of the mission are constantly 
brightening. 


From the Eighth Annual Report of the American Bible 
Soticty. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. Drs. Carey, 
Marshman, and Ward, at Serampore. 


As in years past we have been so much 
indebted to the hberality of America as well 
as of Britain, for aid in the important work 
of publishing the Scriptures in the language 
of India, it is natural ‘for us new to look to 
you for aid in these circumstances of pecu- 
har distress. While we with joy witness 
your unwearied concern to give the Bible, if 
possible, to every one of your own country- 
men as yet not possessing this treasure ; our 
experience of your past liberality, repels 
the idea, that you wish to confine your gene- 
rous help to your own shores. America has 
already, in the true spiritof the Gospel, re- 
cognised India as her neighbour; and has 
extended her aid to the pvor idolatrous Hin- 
doo, perishing in ignorance, as well as to the 
American settler. Of this we ourselves 
have been the happy witnesses in the large 
sums remitted to us by Anerican liberality 
for the publication of the Scriptures in years 
anterior to the formation of the American 
ible Society, particularly from 18 #1 to 1815. 





attended. April 14th, Mr. Winslow attend- 
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The generous liberality of his Honour, Lt. 


Gov. Phillips, at that period, in contributing | 
so largely sinaiet the printing of the a 
Scriptures, was such as we can never lorge’. 
And we cannot believe that a Society, insti- 
tuted for the express purpose of rendering 
America, like Britain,a blessing to the remot- 
est nations of the eatth, ever intends to nar- 
row the streams of Christian liberality, 
and confine them to the shores of America. 
We are convinced that nothing has been 
wanting on your parts, but a knowledge of 
the necessities of India respecting the Sacred 
Scriptures. ‘That knowledge we have for- 
borne to intrude on you, till after having 
exerted ourselves to the utmost for the cause 
of God, in erecting the buildings of Seram- 
pore College, at an expense of at least 
$50,000, we had gone so far in giving the 
Scriptures to the natives, that to advance 
farther without applying for help to the 
Christian public, both in Britain and Ameri- 
ca, would have threatened our utter ruin, 
after so many years exertion for the cause of 
God. 


—_—— 


Extract of a letter from Marquis De Jau- 
court, President of the Protestant Bible 
Society of Puris. 

“No more encouraging spectacle can be 
offered to the friends of religion, than the 
union of effort im the same holy enterprise, 
of men separated by the ocean, subjected to 
different forms of government, attached to 
different conimunions, who thus rejoice to- 
gether, in the possession of one infallible 
guide to a happy eternity, and who exert 
themselves in uniting their efforts to place 
the same blessings, with the least possible 
delay, in the possession of all their fellow 
men who are still destitute of it. 

“ The times of the first centurie8 of the 
Christian era are restored; we see, ona 
more vast scene, the same fraternal and 
cordial communications of the disciples of 
our adorable Redeemer. ‘The countries 
which surround the Meditérranean sea, 
send to each other the writings which con- 
tain the documents of our faith, and the 
apostolic men, who endeavour to rekindle 
the zeal of their brethren in Jesus Christ. 

“At the present day the Atlantic ocean 
affor:'s no greater obstacle to Christian 
communications, than was then imterposed 
by the straits and bays which divided the 
churches which flourished along all the 
coasts of that sea, which separated Alex- 
andria, Marseilles, Pergamos, and Car- 
thage.” 


THE ESQUIMAUX AND THE BIBLE SocfETY. 


Extract of a letter written at Nuin, La- 
brador, oy one of the Moravian Mission- 
aries. 


Several. of the Esquimaux here, at Nain, 
having been informed of the natute of the 
i} ble Society, and its aim ia the distribution 
vf the sacred Scriptures throughout the 
world, of their own accord, began to collect 
seal’s blubber, by way of making up a small 
contribution towards the expenses of the 
Society. Some brought whole seals, others 
half a seal or pieces as they could afford it. 
Some brought pieces of blubber, in the name 
of their children, requesting that their poor 
gifts might be accepted. The expressions 
they made use of in presenting their gifts, 
deeply affected me and us all. Having been 
told, that in Some parts of the world, hea- 
then, who were poorer than they, had con- 
tributed their mite, however small, towards 
the furtherance of the spread of the word of 
God,* with great eagerness and delight they 
say, “ how long have we not heard the plea 
saut and comfortable words of God concern- 
ing Jesus our Saviour, and received so ma- 
ny books, treating of him, and yet we have 
never known, and considered where they 
came from! We have, indeed, sometimes 
spoken together, and observed that these 
many books given to us, without pay, must 
be very dear somewhere; but we have ne- 
ver known, before now, that even poor peo- 
ple bring their money, out of pure love, 
that we may get those comfortable words of 
God. We are, indeed, poor, but we might 
bring now and then some blubber as a con- 
tribution ; that others, who are as ignorant 
us we were formerly, may receive the same 
Gospel which has been so sweet to our souls, 
and thereby be taught to find the way to Je- 
sus, and to believe on Him.” By this spon- 
taneous declaration, a great impression was 
made on our people. Each would bring 
something, when they heard how desirous 
other heathen nations were to hear the 
word of God. They now begged me to 
sead this collection of blubber, (vielding 30 
galions of oil,) to those generous iriends who 
printed the Bibles for them, that more hea- 
then might be presented with that book, 
‘so precious above ali things.’ 


* Alluding probably to the natives of Ota- 
heite and the neighbouring islands. 


From the New-Hampshire Repository. 
NAVY CHAPLAINS. 


Mr. Epiror—The article in your paper, 
(Aug. 30) copied from the Christian Ga- 
zette, which treats of the character and offi- 
ces of our Navy Chaplains, embraces a sub- 
ject of the first magnitude, and ought to en- 
gage the attention of the religious communi- 
ty, that, if possible, through their exertions, 
a reformation in regardto this may be ef- 
fected in the views and feelings of our Na- 
tional Executive. Your correspondent has 
some reason to apprehend that the evil ori- 
ginates with the government, and is perpet- 
uated by the Chaplains, if we are to denom- 
inate them Chajilains. 

_ In the year 1814, the writer of this was a 
licensed preacher, but was labouring under 
a threatening pulmonary complaint. After 
following the prescriptions of a number of 
our most able and experienced physicians 
in New-England, and deriving no perma- 
nent relief, he resolved on a voyage at sea, 
if it could be effected. But there were two 
formidable obstructions which presented 
themselves to his view in the undertaking — 
all safe intercourse betwecn America and 
Europe was iriterrupted by reason of the 
war, which then existed between this coun- 
try and England, and had this interruption 
been immediately removed, he was still des- 
titute of the means to meet the expense of 
& voyage as a private passenger. Under 
these circumstances, it was suggested, that, 
could he obtain the office of a Chaplain, on 
poard some one of our nationdl ships, these 
embarrassments would no longer exist. 
Accordingly a Journey was made to the 
Navy Yard at Charlestown, Mass. in order 
iv learn of the Commandant at that station, 
what were the principal duties of a ola 
tain, and whether there was then, or would 





Christian party, and some of the 
chiefs, assembled at the Mission-House. Af- 
ter the ceremony was performed, the paper 
above alluded to was signed by fourteen 
chiefs and warriors, who thus bound them- 
selves to be faithful ia observing the mar- 
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soon be, a vacaney in that department, pro- 
vided suitable reeommendations should be 
iven. In answer to the first question, the 
Reuiteentinns replied, that the principal) 
business of the Chaplain was to instruct 
the midshipmen in the various branches of 
mathematics, But, Sir, is it not required of 
him to preach to the ship’s company, ant 
to give moral instruction at stated seasons ! 
“Oh, he sothetimes addresses them on 
moral subjects, if circumstances permit, 
but there is nothing specific upon that 
point.” ‘This was deemed a sufficient an- 
swer to each inquiry, and the subject was 
dismissed. The impression which was 
then made on the mind of the writer has 
been vivid and permanent. It has appear 
ed that the numerous class of our fellow 
men, on board of our national se a great 
portion of whom are youths of promise, 
are in a wretched situation in regard to 
moral instruction; and that most of those 
persons who bear the name, or title of 
Chufilain, are mere pretenders m all that 
can be truly considered sacred iu the office, 
and that the government expects no more 
of them. And, indeed, it would,be next 
to impossible for the government to pro- 
cure men duly qualified to sustain that im- 
portant office, upon such a footing. There 
appears to be a radical defect in the estab- 
lishment. There must be an effort in the 
government to elevate the office of Chap- 


commanding officers must concur in this, or 
men will not be found in that office, who 
can maintain the dignity of it; nor will 
they command the attention and respect of 
the ship’s company. And is it not a humili- 
ating consideration, that while our officers, 
seamen and ships are second to none upon 
the ocean, our Chaplains should not be able 
to bear any sort of comparison’ with those 
of other nations? Is it not a subject, we 
say, worthy of the particular attention of 
our government? It ought to awaken the 
solicitude of all the benevolent, anc to ex- 
cite the sympathies of those especially, 
who havechildren and relatives thus seclud- 
ed trom all pious instruction, and deprived 
of that habitual influence, which living pi- 
ety in a religious teacher can alone im- 
part. 
Tue SeaMAn’s FaRienb. 


Prom the New-York Observer, 
MARRIAGES AMONG THE SENECAS. 


Civilization is taking deep root among the 
Seneca Indians at Cataraugus, in the western 
part of this State. From the Journal of the 
missionaries at that station, inserted in the 
American Missionary Register for the pre- 
sent month, it appears, that the young men 
not only desire to be married according to 
the custom of Christians, but are, anxious 
that heavy penalties should be annexed to 
the violation of the marriage contract. In 
May last, several young men signified to 
the Missionaries their desire to be married, 
and a day was accordingly appointed for 
the performance of the ceremony. 

“ But those who wished to be married, 
(says the Journal) wished to be bound 
stronger than the usual ceremony can bind 
them. ‘They say they want the minister to 
marry them, and to oblige them to keep the 
narriage contract, by annexing a penalty, 
and enforcing it in case of misconduct ; for, 
they add, without this can be done, so long 
as the laws of the white people do not ex- 
tend to them, it is no better to be married in 
the Christian way than in the Indian way ; 
for if the married couple wish to separate, 
they do it with impunity. We told them 
thata minister ef the Gospel could marry 
them aceording to the word of God; that 
they would thus be morally joined together, 
and that it was not in the power of man to 
dissolve the connexion between husband and 
wife, for the good book expressly says, that 
what God hath joined together, let no man 
putasunder, We added, thatif either par- 
ty broke the marriage contract, they were 
guilty inthe sight of a holy God, and must 
answer for their conduct at his bar, where 
the impenitent would be punished for their 
sins ; but that it does not belong to a Chris- 
tian minister to inflict punishment for this 
any more than forthe breach of any of 
God's commands. Kut they were not satis- 
fied, and saic if we could do nothing on this 
subject, they wished we would be so kind as 
to go with them to a justice of the peace, 
and see if something could not be done to 
oblige all their people who should be mar- 
ried in the Christian way, to life agreeably 
thereto. 

Accordingly the next day thev went to a 
justice of the peace, who told them, that al- 
though the laws of the whites did not take 
cognizance of Indians, yet the Indians might, 
if they pleased, adopt any one or more of 
these laws, and be regulated by it, but it 
must be an act of their own. 

The Indians said they were delegates 
from the Christian party at Cataraugus, and 
were delegated to act in this case as they 
thought best. ‘They therefore desired that 
an instrument of writing might be drawn, in 
which they, and all who should sign it, 
should be bound, as in the presence of God, 
to adopt, observe, and be subject to the laws 
of the whites, which regulate and confirm 
the marriage contract. ‘L'his request was 
granted, and they returned much gratified 
with their visit.” 

A few days after seven couple of this in- 
teresting people eonnpece themselves to the 
Missionaries, and were married in the pre- 
sence of the chiefs and warriors of the 
Pagan 


riage contract. 


THE OSAGES. 


The following information respecting the 
Osages, is from the Journal of the Mission- 
aries, inserted in the Missionary Register 
for the present month. 

Their love of war—In an interview with 
Nunkee Oharke, an intelligent Osage, he 
observed, that the instructions of the old 


with the love of war. 
great while ago, 
with an arrow, 
feathers, showed it to some old men, and in-]} 
quired whether it was a good thing to kill 
birds. The old men approved of what he|. 
had done, and encouraged him to proceed, 
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Portugal——The brig Ontayy 
Hayman, has arrived at Boston 
from Malaga. We learn thar 
a very unsettled state—and j 
on the day that Captain Haya, 
serious disturbance had ty 
Algeziras between the inhabin 
French troops quartered in that» 
was caused by the former 
Spanish flag waving over the) 
‘The day after sailing from yy 
with the schooner Lucinda, fr 
the Captain of which reported, 
veral English bomb vessels 
Mediterranean—and Captain 
two of them pass the Gut thee 
did, from which he inferred, thd 
ences between the English ay 
had been settled. Rumours gs 
Malaga, of serious disturbances 
parts of Spain. About 2000 pj 
arrived at Malaga, to be trang, 
ferent fortresses, for being cong 
revolution. 

Colombian ReprublicmPaper 
date from Bogota, state, that hy 
his characteristic Mayuanimity, j 
ed the $30,000 voted him asa 
life by the Colombian governed 
Vice President has been permitelj 
gress to accept the snuff-box eg 
the King of England, 

The Colombian Government 
off their vgles, by’bills gn Enpla 
ordered that no more should bei 
claims against the Government 
paid in cash as soon as adjusted 

The accounts from Pera wer 
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would be at an end before the 
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arrive, as the royal troops wet 
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with Bolivar, with a viewtom 
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According to reports made tou 
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165,474 sailors. The military ® 
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men: the marine counts 400 vest 
and transports, and 23,000 sai 
revenue in time of peace is neat’ 
sterling, and the expenses 77 mill 
exports are about 52 millions, a" 

orts 44 millions. 
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pieces, of 46 yards each, making * 
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field, a number of Memvers of 
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of the great ship Columbus" 
sailed from Quebec. 
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the Nat! 
vq penefit, 
Kent ensacola paper of August 
4 We are informe ow Colonel 
P putler, Surveyor of jorida, has 

‘ted to repair, with all conve- 
pire to the seat of government 
and to open his office at 
has been determined that 
f overnment shalt be made “the 
ate’ © eveving operations In Florida, 
gf all se ond townships numbered 


by having which fact fio- 
onal Intelligencer, you may 
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tte : Hayti—The brig De Witt 
pee from New-York, on Friday, 
} ie for Port-au-Prince, having 
A out 120 coloured emigrants. 
Mjaytien Emigration Society of New- 

“ chartered the ship Concordia, 
Pe ey about 400 tons burthen, to 
oe avti during the first week in 
ith ‘160 emigrauts, already en- 
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Orphan Asylum—The Or- 
f{ New-York has been estab- 
The number of orphans 
by the charity of this institution is 
“The present number of inmates is 
04 boys and 66 pirls. 

pCarolina.— Uhere were ten cases 
sow Fever reported by the Charles- 
ot of Heafth, on the 4th and Sth inst. 
a Council have appropriated funds 
“lief oF such persons as are unable 
a themse 


p> York 
Asylum ¢ 
18 years. 


Ives with the necessary at- 
ington’? War- House.”’—The tent 
hington arrived at Baltimore on Sat- 
a Alexandria. It was land- 
et ‘y salute of thirteen guns, and 
pcorted to the Exchange by the mili- 


until Gratitude. —It is said, that on 
oar La Fayette from Portsmouth 
von, he received notice that there was 
ued, in one of the Banks, to his credit, 
n of $20,000. Whether this sum 
the donation of one individual, or of 
than one, we have not learned 
reduced —The fare in the Union 
of steam-boats, between Philadelphia 
y,jtimore, is reduced to 5 dollars. lhe 
ping line was discontinued on the 15th 
pit. 
mch Squadron—On Friday the 10th 
t, a French squadron anchored in 
ypton Roads. It consists of the ship of 
ine L’Eylad, frigate L’Jeanne D’Are, 
brig L’ Antelope, 14 days from St. Pier- 
Mart,) under the com mand of Admiral 
Commander of the West India and 
of Mexico stations. ‘The object of the 
ander in visiting our waters, is to 
i the destructive storms which prevail 
he West Indies at this season of the 











iy SPR 


THs STAB 


WASHINGTON CITY, 
URDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1824. 


L. 








a eC; 





BIBLICAL “RITICISM. 


}the twelfth chapter of the Acts of the 
tles. the sacred historian mentions the 
tof Peter by Herod, and adds: “ He 
him in prison, and delivered him to four 
ernions of soldiers to keep him ; intend- 
ifier Raster to bring him forth to the 
1a 
he mention of J2aster in this verse has 
lcxed the minds of many Christians > 
has afforded a plausible argument for 
apostolic origin of this festival. The 
nal phrase is, meta To Hlarkye, after 
Passover. As our Saviour’s crucifixion 
place at the precise time at which the 
hal lamb was killed, the Passover gave 
to a festival, commemorative of the 
tof Christ. It was introduced at an 
F period of the Church, probably by the 
sh converts, «ho had been accustomed 
he Passover feast, and who very natu- 
F continued to celebrate the festival, 
Kt they transferred its honours to the 
Nb of God, the true Paschal sacrifice. 
“¢ name, however, was not changed. 
term Pascha, the original. Hebrew 
™ Was used to designate the Christian 
vil, in both the Greek and Latin lan- 
es. No ambiguity, therefore, was oc- 
med by the use of the phrase, in these 
mages; but the English translators 
to depart {from their uniform custom, 
Mlering the word Pascha by the equiv- 
English phrase fiassover, and substi- 
the name Kaster, so called from a 
™ goddess Eostre, whose festival was 
0 April, and was perhaps superseded 
# Christian rite. 
‘anachronism in the text is to be re- 
ed, for several reasons.’ It scems to 
¥ that the custom of celebrating the 
et had generally ceased, at the time 
red to, and that the festival of Easter 
, ‘introduced, and established, with- 
"es years after the crucifixion of our 


> readers of ecclesiastical history are 

“ed with the numerous contentions, 

3a and third centuries, in refer- 

he Proper time of celebrating Eas- 

“io question was at last settled, by 
ll of Nice, A.D. 325. 

-* 4s, therefore, no authority in the 

for the celebration of Easter, and 

$ are such as might be ex- 

Fegard to a rite, which most per+ 


on which every one felt himself at libert) 

to think for himself. The opinian of the 

learned Dr. Larcner appears to us to be 
judicious and candid: “‘ There was no ne- 

cessity of a determination for fixing the time 
of keeping Easter. Christians might have 

been every where left at liberty to take the 

time they liked best, or not to keep it at all. 

For as Socrates [a historian, of Constantino- 

ple, who lived in the beginning of the fifth 

century, and who continued Eusebius’ Eccle- 
siastical History] says: It was not the design 
of the Apostles to deliver laws about festi- 

vals, but to teach men virtue and piety 

Some learned and acute men of late times 
(continues Dr. Lardner) have been of opin- 
ion, that so trifling a thing did not deserve 

all the pains that was taken about it.” Vol. 
i. p. S51. 

The change referred to was not, perhaps, 
designedly made by the English translators, 
‘The phrase Easter was in common use, and 
may have been introduced into the text 
without any reflection on the consequences, 
This incident exemplifies the liability of the 
best men to be insensibly biassed by their 
peculiar opinions. Had the translators been 
Dissenters, the word aster would not have 
been inserted. 

‘The same remark applies to the words 
bishop and baptism. Every scholar knows, 
that the original word, Exsexewes, from 
which our term Bishop was formed, means 
simply an overseer, or superintendent, and 
that it is indifferently applied in the scrip- 
tures to the Ministers of the Gospel. It is 
so rendered in Acts xx. 28, where the Apos- 
tle charges the elders, that is, the presby- 
ters or pastors of Ephesus, to take heed to 
the flocks over which the Holy Ghost had 


made them s¥:¢xere:, bishups, or overseers 
Peter, in the fifth chapter of his first epis- 
tle, exhorts the presbyters in all the 
churches, being himself, as he says, a pres- 
byter, to feed the flock of God, taking the 
oversight thereof— smi cxomowres —exerci- 
sing the episcopal functions, not by con- 
straint, but willingly. 

Had the translators been Dissenters, they 
would, no doubt, have given the same inter- 
pretation of the terms wherever they occur: 
Had they not been Pedobaptists, there is 
as little doubt that they would have given 
the English signification of the word bap- 
tize, and of all its kindred words. They were, 
in fact, forced to do this, in cases where 
the terms which they generally preferred 
would have had an awkward appearance. 
Thus in Luke xvi. 24. “Send Lazarus, that 
he may dif [@ayn, may baptize) the tip ot 
his finger in water,” &c. Thus, too, in John 
xiii. 26. He it is, to whom I shall give a sop- 
when Lhave dipped it [Ba vas, baptized it.) 
We wish to be understood to mean, that 
the translators, in adopting terms which 
were familiar, and agreeable to their own 
views, may have been perfectly honest, in 
preferring them. Other men, in similar cir- 
cumstances, would probably have acted in 
a similar manner. It is, indeed, a reason 
for the most devout gratitude to God, from 
all Christians, that we are furnished with a 
version so truly excellent and so generally 
faithful, introduced at a time and in a man- 
ner which have made it a common standard. 
A version could not, we fear, now be made, 
which would be so unanimously received. 


——— 


CORRUPTION OF THE CHURCH. 

We have selected, for our paper to day, 
an instructive passage from a celebrated 
historian. We need not name him. Those 
who have read his elaborate work, will rea- 
dily recognise his gorgeous diction, and his 
rigid scrutiny into the motives and tenden- 
cies of actions. Those who have not, may 
be assured of the accuracy of the historian, 
in reference to the facts which he recites. 
He might have felt disposed to shed over 
the canvass darker colours, than truth would 
justify ; but, in this instance, infidelity itself 
céild desire nothing more repulsive than 
the melancholy reality. We can verify the 
correctness of his statements, by the con- 
current test:mony of ecclesiastical histori- 
ans. Moshvim speaks in the strongest terms 
of the ambition, avarice, and general corrup- 
tion of the clergy, so early as the third and 
fourth centuries ; and of the absurd’ super- 
stitions which, by their agency, or their 
permission, were introduced into the church. 
Eusebius, who lived in the fourth century, 
and was himself a Bishop, says, in reference 
to the clergy of the preceding century : 
“Through too much liberty they grew neg- 
ligent and slothful, envying and reproach- 
ing oe another ; waging, as it were, civil 
wars among themselves, bishops quarrelling 
with bishbps, and the people divided into 
parties. Hypocrisies and deceits were grown 
to the highest pitch of wickecness. The 
bishops themselves had.thrown ‘off all care 
of religion; were perpetually contending 
with one another, and did nothing but quar- 
rel with, and threaten, and envy, and hate 
one another; were full of ambition, and ty- 
rannically used their power” 

If this is a just description of the state of 
the clergy before the conversion of Constan- 
tine, we might easily judge of their corrup- 
tion afterwards, had we not authentic re- 
cords to instruct us. No surprise can be 
felt, that the churches of Christ were soon 
converted into shrines for relics; that the 
intercessions of saints were preferred to 
those of the great Advocate; and that dreams 
and legends were substituted for the oracles 
of truth, 

He must be both a weak and a wicked 
gian, who will attempt to find ift this defac. 





Mar have fet disposed to respect, but 


tion, ay argument against Christianity itself 


[t proves nothing, but the melancholy fact, 
which needed not this additional evidence, 
that men are depraved; in reference both to 
their reason and their moral powers, A 
change of circumstances does fiot alter the 
fact. A Pagan, who embraced Christianity, 
from motives of prudetice or cupidity, re- 
mained a Pagan still, while he claimed and 
disgraced the name of Ciristian. A few 
ambitious men, who rose by their intrigues 
to distinction and power, might disturb the 
tranguillity of the Church, while ‘the truly 
pious, among the clergy and the people, 
would naturally remain in obscurity, the 
sad spectators, and sometimes the vittims, 
of a corrupt policy. . 
Considerations of this kind tend to 
explain the representations of historians, 
without forcing us to the appalling conclu- 
sion, that there was little or no true piety ia 
the Christian church. It must be recollect- 
ed, too, that the Scriptures were little 
known ; that the clergy and people were 
generally ignorant ; and that the pagan su- 
perstitions and ideas to which they had been 
accustomed, had not yet been worn out of 
their minds. 
“Without me,” says our Saviour, “ ye 
can do nothing.” Christians are safe, only 
while they are animated and guided by the 
Spirit of Christ. No external splendor, vor 
temporal power, Can preserve the purity, 
or ensure the prosperity, of the Church, 
without the diligent cultivation of the Chris- 
tian spirit. In the fourth century, the tem- 
ples of Christianity rose, on the ruins of pa- 
ganism ; but she seems to have refused to 
hallow them with her presence ; while, we 
may hope, the “upright heart and pure,”’ 
in numberless instances, even then delight- 
ed to welcome the heavenly visiter. 


ee 


BAPTIST EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The third annual meeting of the Young 
Men’s Baptist Education Society, of Provi- 
dence, was held in the First Baptist Meet- 
ing-House, in Providence, (R. I.) on Monday 
evening, August 16, where, after the annu- 
al report was read and accepted, the fol- 
lowing officers were elected for the year en- 
suing : 

Rev. Zalmon Tobey, President ; Moses 
Curtis, Vice-President ; ‘Thomas D. Shum- 
way, Secretary ; Hugh H. Brown, Treasnr- 
er.——Directors.—Joseph Rogers, James Ar- 
nold, Loring D. Chapin, Josey:h Lawrence, 
William C. Barker, Charles -C, Robbins, 
George W. Keely. 

This Society is yet in its infancy, but the 
persevering zeal of its members furnishes 
an assurance of its success. 
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COLLEGIATE RECORD. 


Bowdoin College—-The annual com- 
mencement was held at Brunswick, Me. on 
Wednesday the Ist inst. The degree of 
A. B. was conferred on fifteen young gen- 
tlemen, and that of A. M. ontwelve. The 
degree of LL. D. was conferred on Gen. La 
Fayette, and Parker Cleaveland, Professor 
of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in 
the College. ‘The Rev. Thomas C. Upham 
has been elected Professor of Metaphysics 
and Moral Philosophy. 

Middledury College.—At the commence- 
ment held at Middlebury (Vt.) the 18th ult., 
the degree of A. B. was conferred on 24; 
and that of A. M.on6 Alumni. ‘The ho- 
norary degree of A. B. was conferred on 
seven, and the degree of M. D. on 38 gen- 
tlemen. The Rev. Absalom Peters, of Ben- 
nington, is appointed by the Corporation 
Professor of Mathematics and Natural Phi- 
losophy; in the room of Professor Hall, re- 
signed. The Professorship of Divinity is 
vacated; Professor Hough having determin- 
ed to retire from the institution in the course 
of the year. 

Brown University. The Rev. Alva 
Woods, late Professor of Mathematics, &c. 
in the Columbian College, has been appcint- 
ed Professor of Mathematics and Natural 
Philosophy in Brown University. Dr. Ho- 
ratio G. Bowen has been appointed Protes- 
sor of Natural History, Librarian and Cab- 
inet Keeper. 

Yale College-—The commencement was 
held at New-Haven, on the 8th instant.— 
Sixty-eight gentlemen received the degree 
of A. B. and thirty-nine that of A. M., The 
honorary degree of A. M. was conferred on} 
the Rev. Elisha Cushman; of Hartford, and 
on four other gentlemen. The degree of 
D. D. was conferred on the Rev. Thomas 
Charlton Henry, of Charleston, S. C.; and 
the degree of LL. D. on Hon. Smith Thomp- 
son, Associate Judge of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

The Phi Beta Kappa, Society met the day 
preceding commencement. A poem was 
pronounced by the Kev. Carlos Wilcox. 
The orator appointed for the day failed on 
account of ill health. The orator fof the 
next year is the Hon. James Gould, of 
Litchfield, and James A. Hiilhouse, Esq. his 
substitute. The Rev. Professor Fitch; of 
Yale College, is appointed to deliver the 
Poem, aid William C. Bryant, Esq. his 
substitiite. ‘The Hon. James Hillhouse and 
Mr. Samuel F. B. Morse were elected hono 
rary members. 

Jefferson College, Ohio — This institution. 
is in a prosperous condition, and promises 
to be a great blessing to that region. The 
present number of students, in the College 
and the preparatory school, is 110. 


——— 


BURMAN WISSION,. 


The Worcester county (Mass.) Mitsiona+ 
ry’ Society have sent to the Committee of 


-SIR, 


Boston, the sum of $200, for the Burman 
Mission, 


BAPTIST GENERAL TRACT SOCIETY. 


Lxtract of a letter to the Agent of the Bah- 
tist General Tract Society, Aned ’ 


Hupson, (N. ¥.) Sept. 4; 


I have the pleasure of informing you, that 
at a recent meeting of the members of the 
“ Hudson Baptist Female Tract and V: istting 
Society,” it was voted, that we beeome an 
Auxilia 
Society.” Our Society has been in exist- 
ence nearly four years, and during that time 
we have weekly appointed committees to 
visit in the families of the poor of eur city, 
to lend them tracts, to stir up their atten- 
tion to the great concern of teligion, by pi- 
ous and instructive conversation, to procure 
the attendance of their children at the Sab- 
bath School, to ascertain what families are 
destitute of the Scriptures; and see that they 
are farnished. 

Depositories have been madt at the 


to the “ Baptist General Pract | 


464 


emagy acts of public regard which have 
_ shown him, would far exceed ottr lim. 

Among the exhibitions j repared for the 
gratification of the eg we consider the 
parade of the children who are feceivin 
instruction in the public schools, as one 
the most interesting. The children were 
paraded in double lines, facing inwards, and 
extending entirely round the outward bounds 
of the Park. ‘Through these lines the Gen- 
eral passed, teceiving at every step the 
warmest evidences of attachment, not only 
from the little scholars, to the number of 
5000, but from at least 5000 people more, 
who had assembled on the octasion. 

On Friday; of last week, the officers of 
the nigth regiment of State Artillery pre- 
sented him an elegant sword and belt, as-@ 
testimony of the high regard for his public 
and private character, entertained by thé 
officers of the tegiment: The sword, belt, 
and hangings; are very rich, and fivished in 
the most costly and beautiful style. Ihe 
pom iS a copy of the inscription on the 





houses of several of the members residing 
in different parts of the city, where tracts 
are constantly and eagerly sought after by 
the families of the neighbourhood; and suc- 
cessively exchanged. ‘To introduce a love 
for religious reading; into the mass of our 
poor population, | consider, is conferring a 
most important blessing ; believing, with a 
writer of our time, “that in what propor- 
tions the reading of a people is impregnat- 


“ Presented to Maj. Gen. La Fayetté, 6 
‘Col. Alexander M. Muir, in behalf of the 
| Officers of the Ninth Regiment New-York 
‘State Artillery; 10th of September, 1824, as 
a small token of the esteem in which he is 
held by them for his private worth, aud dis~ 
tinguished services uring the war which 
gare independence to the United Siates.” 
On Saturday, the General dnd ius son 
called at the house of Mr. Johii Hurley, the 





ed with religious "truth, in that proportion 
will the conduct of a people be guided inte. 
religious ways.” 


Extract of a letter to a friend in Washington 
City, dated 
Freponia, (N. Y.) August 13. 
Dear Brotruer, 


I have the pleasure of informing you thiat 
the new Baptist Meeting House in the vil- 
laye of Ashtabula, Ohio, was dedicated to 
the service of Almighty God, on Thursday, 
the 12th inst. I was sent for to attend on 
that occasion, and preached the sermon from 
Psalm xxvi. 8. ** Lord, I have loved the ha- 
bitation of thy house,” te. Lhe day was 
fine, andthe assembly large and respectable: 
The Meeting House is most delightfully 
situated, and is completely finished. Its size 
is 38 by 48 feet, and has been erected and 
finished for the society (which is very 
smali)j solely at the expense of a single in- 
dividual, Amos Fisk, Esq. | This is the 
first and only finished Meeting House in the 
county of Ashtabula. Brother Curtis, re- 
cently from the Hamilton institution, is now 
on the ground at Ashtabula, and expects to 
preach statedly there. 

Are there no brethren to whom God has 
given much property, and who are situated 
in small and feeble societies, whom we might 
with propriety exhort to “* Go and do like- 
wise.’ 

O that those who dwell in their ceiled 
houses would remember, that the house of 
the Lord should not be suffered to lie 
waste. 

I am yours truly, 

ee 
Extract of a letter to a gentleman in ‘this 
City, dated 
Livonta, Washington Co, (In.) 
August 10, 


E. Tucker. 


DeEaR BrorTuer, 

Notwithstanding the Baptist churches in 
this section of country have for a long time 
past, experienced a cold season in religion, 


yetthe Lord has been pleased of late to grant 
some refreshing showers of his gtace, on 
several parched spots of his virieyard. One, 
two, and as many as six or seven, have been 
added to several churches by baptism at 
different times. May the good work in- 
crease, and infidelity disappear. 


For the Columbian Star. 


On the 29th of August, a Baptist church 
was constituted at Sandy Run, Lexington 
district, South Carolina. It was formed of 
38 members, (10 whites, and 28 blacks) ali 
of whom had been breviously dismissed 
from other churches in the neighbourhood, 
with the exception of one, who was baptiz- 
ed on the day on which the church was con- 
stituted. ‘Lhe Rev. Mr. Missildine made 
the necessary inquiry respecting the arti- 
cles of their faith, and in behalf of the other 
ministering brethren present; and the 
churches which they represented, he re- 
cognised them as a sister church in full con- 
nexion, and gave them the right hand of 
fellowship. Iwo persons who had been 
previously chosen were then solemnly set 
apart to the office of Deacons, and the Rev. 
Mr. Scott was recognised as the Pastor of 
the newly organized church. ‘Iwo appro- 
priate discourses were delivered on the oc- 
casion: one by the Rev. Mr. Hartwell, from 
1 Cor. ix. 24, the other by brother Missil- 
dine, from Micah, iv. 1, 2. The solemni- 
ties of the occasion were concluded by the | 
celcbration of the Lord’s Supper. The 
circumstances which led to the formation 
of this church, and the. solemnity, or- 
der, and harmony which attended the ser- 
vices of the day, afford encouragements to 
hope that the measure has been sanctioned 
by God, and that from time to time many 
will be added to this church of such as shall 
be saved. 


MISCELLANEOUS: 


The Board of Commissioners under the 
St. Petersburg Convention, which have been 
in session in this city, since the 24th of Au- 
gust, have, for the present, adjourned: 

Gen. Carlos Alvear, minister plenipoten- 
tiary from the republic of Buenos Ayes and 
Col: Thomas Vriarti, secretary of legation, 
have arrived at NewYork, in the Patifie; 
from Liverpool. 

Don Pablos Obregon has been appointed 
minister from Mexico to the United States. 

Christopher Neale, of Alexandria, has 
been appointed Vice Consu), ad interim, ot 
his Majesty the King of Denmark, for the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. Secretary Crawford and his family 
returned to this city from Berkley Springs, 
a few days ago. ‘The Secretary’s health is 
so far restored, that he has resumed the 
discharge of the duties of his office. 

The Secretary of War has returned to 
this city from his Western tour. 

General La Fayette-—The most. lively 
demonstrations respect and gratitude 
were offered to this illustrious friend of our 








the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, at 


coun 
ito Ne 


and some distresses have likewise been felt, } 


patriotic manufacture? Who seiit out to him, 
before ht left France, the elegant Washing- 
ton hat, which he has worn since his iand- 
ing in this country: 

: In the afteruoon hie dined with the French 
citizens at Washington Hall, whith was de- 
corated ‘in a style of beauty, taste; and ele- 
gance, said to be superior to any thiug 
which has yet been exhibited: Mr. Mone- 
ron presided at the table. On Sunday fore- 
noon he attended public worship in trinity 
Chutch. 

It was expected that he would be pre- 
sent at a splendid fete to be given in Castle 
Garden, adjoining the Battery, on ‘Tuesday 
evening last ; and that on Wednesday morn 
ing he would depart from the city in a 
steam-boat for West Point, Newburgh, and 
Albany. In descending the Hudson River 
he intends to visit Hudson, Poughkeepsie, 
and some other towns on its banks; 


DEDICATION; 


On the second Sabbath in July last, thé 
Baptist Meeting house in Washington, six 
miles back from Natchez, Mississippi was 
opened and solemnly dedicated to the wor 
sup of God. Dr. David Cooper preached 
on the octasion, from Geiiesis xxviii. 17. 
“ And he was afraid, atid said; How dread 
ful is this place! this is rione other but the 
house of God; and this is the gate of Heas 
ven.” The services of the day were con- 
ciuded with exhortation and prayer by the 
Rev. Benjamin Davis: The house is situat ; 
ed on a beautiful eminence on the opposire 
side of Main-street from Jefferson College. 
It is 45 by 60 feet ; thie walls are brick ; the 
plan proportional, and the building in every 
part exhibits taste aiid elegance, with an art~ 
less simplicity: 

s*_ The Rev. Sayer W. Lyn, will 
perforth Divine service ini the Meetifighouse 
of the Secund Presbyterian Church, (Mr 
Baker’s) to-morrow evening. Service (6 
commetice at seveh o’clock, 


MARRIED, 
On the 14th inst. by the Rev. Mr. M.tthéwe 
Mr. Witt1.m McL Cuirrs, to Miss Maar Excem 
SPavtpine both of this place 
On Wednesday, tlie 1ith of August by the 
Rey. Wilson Thompson, the tev. Cok#ry Mam 
Tin, Of Troy Ohio, to Miss Ausingz Evnry 
daughter of Mr. Joseph Eddy, near Lebanon 
Warren county, Ohio. 
At Cherry Grove, Illinois, on Wednesday 
evening, 18th August, by the Kev. William 
Kenny, Mr. James Brack, late of Washington 
City, to Miss Mareanet E, Witpanxs, daugh- 
ter of Daniel Wilbanks, Bsq. Postmaster a 
the fornier places 


DIED; 
On Sunday, the 12th inst. in the 58th year oF 
his age, Samugt Hurcarnson, a native of Ire- 
land, and for many Years a residetit of thig 
city. 


Miss Marraa Prater, daughter of Thomas 


by all who knew het worth. 

In Philadelphia, on the 2d inst. Mrs Many 
Hoscruer, consort of Christian Hoeckly, and 
daughter of William Moulder, Esq. 

Possessed of a heart open, generous; ind af- 
fectionate, she nobly fulfilled the duties of a 
daughter, a wife, and a mother, lived universal 
ly beloved ; and, sweetly resigning the dear ties 
that bound her to existence, died calm and un- 
shaken amidst the tears and sighs of her bereaye 
ed relatives. . ' 

At his residefice, on Big Capon, Va. on the 
17th ult. inthe 75th y-ar ofhisage. and the 56th 
of his Minigtry, the Rev: Joas Mowanos, M D. 
Few men have been instrumental of doing 
more gocd than the deceased. He wasa warm, 
experimental, practical preacher pelle a et 
ness. The last sermon he ever p wag 
on a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer, so- 
lemnly set apart by the church at Marsh, 
(of which he was Pastor) on account of the 
dreadful disease which was spreading through 
the neighbourhood. On that occasion he wag 
warmer than we ever saw him before, his whole. 
soul seemed ; his text was Joel ii. 1. 
* Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an 
alarm in my holy mountain : let all the inhabit. 
ants of the trenible : for the day of the 
Lord cometh, for it is Aigh at hand.” 


“He preached as though he ne’er should 


And as a dying man to dying men.” 

On the Sunday following his aged wife follow- 
ed him to tlie tin ef eternal bles»edness. 
She had been for many years a pious and ex- 
emplary member the Baptist church. 
‘* Biessed are the dead which die in the Lord, 
from henceforth, yea, saith the Spirit, they rest 
from their labours; and their works do iollow 
them.” 1%. 


FOUND. 
BOUT three weeks since, a Ladie’s Gold 
Breast Pin was picked up in the street by 
my peg yee S The owner of the same 
can get it, by proving property and paying for 
this oo cicant Apply to 





try, on his return from New England 
w-York, Tofurnish an account of the 


On the 13th inst. in the 23d yeat of hier age, | 
Plater, Esq. of Georgetown, highly eiteemed 
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The following beautiful little effusion ia taken 
from a volume entitled “ Poetical Vigils, 
by Bernard Barton, a riember of the Socie- 
ty of Friends. 
THE BUTTERFLY. 


Beautiful creature! Ihave been. 
Moments uncounted watching thee, 
Now flitting round the foliage green 
Of yonder dark, embow’ring tree 5 
And now again, in frolick glee, 
Hov'ring around those opening flowers, 
Happy as nature’s child should be, 
Born to enjoy her loveliest bowers. 


And I have gazed upon thy flight, 
Till feelings I can scarce define, 
Awaken’d by so fair a sight, 
With desultory thoughts combine, 
Not to induce me to repine, 
Or envy thee thy happiness; 
But from a lot so bright as thine 
To borrow musings born to bless. 


For unto bim whose spirit reads 
Creation with a Christian’s eye, 
Each happy living creature pleads 
The cause of him who reigns on high ; 
Who spann’d the earth and arch’d the sky, 
Gave life to every thing that lives, 
And still delighteth to supply 
With happiness the life he gives. 
This truth may boast but litule® worth, 
Enforced by rhevrick’s frigid powers ;— 
But when it has its quiet birth 
In contemplation’s silent hours ; 

When Summer’s brightly peopled bowers 
Bring home its teachings to the heart, 
Then birds and insectss shrubs and flowers, 

its touching eloquence impart. 


Then thou, deligitful creature, who 
Wert yesterday a sightless worm, 
Bi&com’st a symbol fair and truc 
Of hopes that own no mortal term ; 
fn thy proud change we see the germ 
Of Man’s sublimer destiny, 
With holiest oracles confirm 
The type of jmmoriality ! 


A change more glorious far than thine, 
E’en |, thy fellow worm, may know, 
When this exhausted frame of mine 
Dowr. to its kindred dust shall go ; 
When the anxiety and wo 
Of being’s embryo state shall seem 
Like phantoms flittung to and tro 
In some confus’d and feverish dream. 


For thee, who flittest gaily now, 

With all thy nature asks—supplied, 
A few brief summer days, and thou 

No more amid these haunts shall glide, 
As hope’s fair licrald—in thy pride 

The sylph-like genius of the scene, 
But, sunk in dark ollivion’s tide, 

Shalt be-—as thou hadst never been ! 


While Man’s «nmortal part, when time 
Shall set the chaintess spirit free, 
May seek @ brighter, happier clime 
Than Fancy e’er could feign for thee ? 
Though brief her fairy bowers may be, 
Yet bright as bright their beauti:s fade, 
And sad Experience mourn to sce 
Each gourd Hope trusted in—decay’d. 


But in those regions, calm and pure, 
To which our holiest wishes cling, 
Joys, that eternally endure, 
Shall bloom in everlasting Spring : 
There serap! harps of goiden string, 
Are vocad to the great 1AM, 
And souls redcem’d their anthems sing 
Of grateful praises to Tur Lams! 


Shall they who here anticipate, 
Through F.ith’s strong vision, eagle eyed, 
Those joys immortal that await 
Angelic spirits purified, 
Shall such, however deeply tried, 
F’er cast their glorious hopes away ? 
Oh! be those Lopes their heaven-ward guide, 
Their steadiasi anchor, and their stay. 


Though many a flower that sweetly deck’d 
Life’s early path, but bloom/’d to fade ; 
Though sorrow, poverty, neglect— 
Now seem to wrap their souls in shade ;— 
Let these look upward, undismay’d, 
From thorny paths, in anguish trod, 
To regions where—in light array’d, 
Still dwells their Saviour, and their God, 


Sport on, then, lovely Summer fly, 
With whom began my votive strain :— 
Vet purer joys their hopes supply, 
Who, by Faith’s alchemy, obtain 
Comfort in sorrow, bliss in pain, 
Freedom in bondage, light in gloom, 
Through earthly losses heavenly gain, 
And Lirz immoxrat through the temb, 
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From the Boston Medical Intelligencer. 
DISORDERS OF LITERAKY MEN. 

Whilst speaking of the effects of air on 
the system, it may be expected that we say 
something on confagion, on the putrefac- 
tion of different substances, or discuss, per- 
haps, the long agitated question—whether 
the effluvia evolved by animal matter du- 
ring its decomposition, injures the health, or 
shortens the life, of those who reside within 
its influence. A discnssion of this subject 
would be of little advantage to those we 
address, since scholars are seldom found 
Within the precincts of a butchery, or in the 
immediate vicinity of establishments for the 
manufacture of adipocire. Merely remark- 
ing, then, that although the animal miasm 
does not produce those sudden avd power- 
ful effects which result from exposure to 
vegetable putrefaction—although it does not 
dispiay its baneful influence by those hurri- 
canes of disease which are but too often 
felt in Our more southern cities, there may 
yet be insidious as well as ofien enemies to 
the human system; gentle breezes may 


bear the seeds of slow and imperceptible de- 
cay, and all our remarks have been intend- 
ed to .show, that a man will enjoy better 
health, and a longer life, by uniformly 
breathing a pure atmesphere, than habitu- 
ally inhaling air that is polluted--beitan ant 
mal or a vegetable which is the source of 
the corruption. . : 

To Fi the important benefits of Press 
Air, we recommend our literary friends to 
profit by the following directions. : 

ist. They should select a place of resi- 
@ence which is elevated—and exposed to 
free currents on as many sides as possible. 
If there must be one side closed up, let it be 
that which faces the east—but it is little 
less than suicide, for an individual whose 
pursuits are sedentary, to sesect an habita- 
tion in the midst of a city. 

od. Their walks should not be through 
the confined streets of the metropolis, but on 
the banks of deep rivers, or the borders of 
the ocean—where there is not only a re- 
freshing coolness and invigorating purity m 
the atmosphere, but where there Is some 
beautiful fall or craggy shore—some strand 
whose bosom is alternately batlied and bared 
by the foaming and the reftuent waves—or 
some distant and romantic scene which en- 
gages the imagination and elevates the soul, 
and thus diffuses over the whoic frame an 
agreeable excitement, which contributes at 
the same time to its development and its 
strength. The neighbourhocd of shallow 
rivers, which are often dry, and the banks 
of which are polluted by decaying aniwal 
matter, are to be as studiously avoided, as 
those which are pure and deep are to be ire- 
quented. 

3d. When students have selected a 
healthy residence, and returned trom their 
refreshing promenades to pore over their 
books of science, or philology, there is yet 
another precaution they should take, in or- 
der to secure a change in the air of their 
apartments, and a consequent supply. of 
those injportant q 
sary to the preservation of life and health.-- 
Phe best mode of effecting this object, is by 
causing apertures to be made at the top of 
every window, with guards so constructed 
as to direct the air towards the ceiling, and 
thus ensuring a COnstant circulation in the 
room, without any particular current suf- 
ficient to clieck perspiration, or produce any 
sensible effect on the surface of the body. In 
addition to this, a student should acquire a 
habit of throwing open his door and windows 
every time he leaves his study, if it is but for 


disagrecably cold. But there is no damp- 

at cold which should induce 
him to close the apertures in his windows ; 
any dithculty of this Kind is best obviated by 


ness or degree 


hygiene, the student will be enabled to ac 
complish with tacility the favourite object t 
which al his wishes and 

tend—without 
brain, embarrassment, langour and debility 
of the intellectual faculties and in pairment 
of bodily health, which must invariably 
company his pursuits, when these rules are 
neglected. 

For the purpose of illustrating the infiu- 
ence of confined air, and a su perabundancs 
of carbonic acid, we be z leave to re late the 
following circumstances, which, thouch far 
from being new to our readers, are conse- 
quently no less to the purpose, 

it recently happened at the Philadelphia 
Alms-House, tliat two men went out to re- 


L 


his endeavours | 


ad 


ialities which are neces- | 


five minutes—unless the weather is damp or | 


inducing ‘the fatigue of the | 


IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER TO STUDENTS AND 


entitled to a distinguished place. In his 
youth, it seems, he had determined to ex- 
amine with attention the evidences of reve- 
lation; and his candid inquiry terminated, 
as might be expected, in a full conviction of 
its truth and divineauthority. Of this, both 
his life and his writings, (though none ol 
them are professedly religious, ) afford am- 
ple proof. ' 

‘His habitual piety is further expressed in 
a short prayer, which he composed during 
his indisposition in September, 1784, and 
which is as follows: Sey 

“Q Thou Bestower of all good; if it 
please Thee to continue my easy tasks in 
this life, grant me strength to perform them 
as a faithful servant ; but ifthy wisdom hath 
willed to end them by this thy visitation, ad- 
mit me, not weighing my unworthiness, but 
through thy mercy declared in Christ, into 
thy heavenly mansions, that I may continue 
to advance in happiness, by advancing in 
true knowledge and awful love of Thee. 
‘Lhy will be done!” 

On a scrap of paper, the following lines 
appear ! they were written by him in Indfa, 
but at what period, is not known : 

SIR EDWARD COKE. 


Six hours in sleep, in law’s grave study six, 
Four spent in prayer—the rest on nature 
fix ; 
Rather, 


Seven hours to law, to soothing slumber 
seven, 


Ten to the world allot, and all to Heaven. 


His testimony to the truth and authority 
of the Old and New Testaments is well 
|known. Lord Teignmouth transcribed it 
from his manuscript in his Bible : 

“T have carefully and regularly perused 
these Holy Scriptures, and am of opinion, 
that the volume, independently of its divine 
origin, contains more sublimity, purer moral- 
ity, more important history, and fiver strains 

f eloquence and poetry, than can be collected 
rom all other books, in whatever language 
hey may have been written.” 

‘Lhe preceding sentiments, although they 

l would naturally occur to a be- 
liever in the Scriptures, were not necessa- 
vily called for, and could have only pro- 
ceeded from his zeal for the discovery and 
propagation of truth. ‘This was the fixed 
object of his whole life, as he has himself 
declared in the tollowing elegant couplets. 


{ 
+ 
A 
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ir 
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are such as 
1; . 


| Before thy mystic altar, heavenly truth, 
| I kneel in manhood, as I knelt in youth, 
Thus let me Kneel till this dall form decay, 
And life’s last shade be brighten’d by thy 


ray ; 





a small fre. | Phen shall my soul, now lost in clouds be- 
By observmg these, with other rules of | 


low, 


| Soar without bound, without consuming glow. 


ee 


From Burder’s Mental Discipline. 


MINISTERS. 
‘A man can receive nothing, except it be 
given him of God.’—What success then can 
the Christian minister be warranted to ex- 


| pect, either in lis studies, or in his visits, or 


m his public discourses, unless he devoutly 
and earnestly seek the blessing of Him on 
whom all depends How mistaken, then, 
and short-sighted are the views which would 
lead him to depend much on his intellectual 
efforts, and little on his devotional exercises 
—which would induce him to prolong the 





pair the common sewer, and one of them 
feli dead immediately on inhaling the va- 
pour which arose from it. ‘The other ran 
to his assistance, and receiving the noxious 
effluvia into his lungs, he shared the sanx 
fate with him he hac attempted to rescue 
Young Bertholet, son of the distinguishec 
philosopher, gave a more scientific, but no 
less fatal, illustration of the influence of the 
alr onthe human system. Notwithstandinz 
his superior talents, high attainn-ents aixl 
flattering prospects—ifi spite of the enliven- 
ing society and alluring amusements of the 
French metropolis, he became a victim to 


a small room, and closing the apertures aud 
crevices, he hghted a barrel of Charcoal, 
and seated himself before a table, on which 
he had laid a second watch, with pen, ink, 
and paper. He then noted down with ex- 
actness, the hour when the charcoul was 
lighted, the first sensation produced by ti, 
carbonic acid eas it evoly ec, and the pro- 
gress of his delirium, till the writing became 
confused and illegible, and he was found 
dead upon the floor. 

The following case of a gentleman, well 
known as a scholar, is better calculated to 
show the influence of slighter modifica- 
tions of the atmosphere on the  intel- 
lect and health of men of sedentary 
habits and literary taste. The ‘gen- 
tleman to whom we allude, was in “the 
habit of studying intensely, in a small ayd 
poorly ventilated apartmeut, for five, six 
and sometimes seven hours successively ; 
his do6r and windows were kept closed, that 
he might not be disturbed by the noise from 
without. For the first two or three hours 
he experienced no uncoinfortable sensations, 
but after that period he always felt heavy, 
and fell, frequently, almost to sleep. When 
overcome by this narcotic inclination, and a 
dull pulsating pain in the head ; his face was 
red and swollen, his features cramped, eyes 
inflamed, and he became almost incapable 
of bodily motion, and totally unfit for read- 
ing or meditation. He was in the habit 
when in this state, of going into the neigh- 
bouring rooms, and all his troubles would 
thus soon leave him. During these times he 
said he felt much as those birds must ieel, 
who, for purposes of experiment, are placed 
under the receiver of an air pump, from 
which the air is drawn until the poor crea- 
tures are avout to suffocate, and then ad- 
mitted’ again for their recovery. Whilst 
making use of this figure to illustrate his 
feelings, it occurred to him that his own 
troubles might be produced by a want of 
fresh air in his receiver—in the apartment in 
which he devoted himself to study. Improv- 
ing On this suggestion, he took the precau- 
tions we have recommended, and hus since 
pursued his studies with equal intensity, but 
without the least sensation of fatigue or lan- 
gour, however long he remains in his apart- 
ment, and hewever profound the nature of 
his pursuits. 

oanesite 


From the Literary and Evangelical Magazine. 


> 


SIR WILLIAM JONES. 


Among those emincnt men who are known 
{tothe world as friends aod advocates of 





|former, by anduly curtailing the latter. 


| 
| 
| 
nised, 
| 
| 


supportable ennwi.—Locking himseif up in | 


the Christian religion, Sir William Jones is | 


Al- 
Lough we are not to be heard by the father 
if mercies by virtue of vain repetitions, yet 
itis to fervent, persevering, and importu- 
rate prayer that spiritual blessings are pro- 
Might not our prayers be more fer- 
vent were our mings and hearts yielded 
more vigourously, and for a more ample 
portion of our time, to the devotional read- 


+ 


jing of the word of God, to the musings and 
meditations which the Scriptures are cal- 
culated to suggest, and to the direct efforts 
of the heart to enjoy intimate communion 
with our God? Ought we not to feel the 
excitement and encouragement arising from 
the numerous promises which the Scriptures 
contain, of the gift of the Holy Spirit? Are 
we not greatly wanting in wisdom, wheu we 
do not plead these promises with the ut- 
most ardour of soul, and the most lively con- 
faith? What was it that gave 
.0 the aposties of the Savicur, and to the 
primitive propagators of the Gospel, their 
peculiar elevation of spirit, and sanctity of 
character, and success in exertion? and 
| what was it that produced the eminent pic- 
ty and extensive usefulness of uninspired 
ministers Of more recent periods, and of our 
own day, but the copious effusion of divine 
influences—the unction of the Holy Spirit ? 
Let then the minister of the Sanctuary, dai- 
ly and earnestly ask it, and he shall receive 
it; let him perseveringly seek it, and he 
shall obtain the heavenly gift; for if we, 
being evil, kuow how to give good gifts to 
our children, how much more shall our 
Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him. Let the young minis- 
ter reflect much onthe habits of commu- 
nion with God, which distinguished David 
aml! Daniel and Paul. Let him consuit the 
biography of the most eminent Christians 
and the most useful ministers. Let him 
trace the most admirable alliance and inti- 
mate affinity of intellectual effort and devo- 
ional dependance, Let him remember,that 
at one period of his life, the ever-active Lu- 
ther devoted three liours in the day to the 
duty and delights of prayer. Let him think 
of such men as Dr. Cotton Mather, who, in 
the midst of his arduous engagements as a 
pastor and an author, retired six times eve- 
ry day for the purpose of communion with 
God ; and, although he may not feel the ne- 
cessity of strictly imitating their example, 
let him endeavour at least to imitate their 
devotional spirit. 


j 


fidence of 
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From the Religious Intelligencer, 
BAPTISMS IN THE WEST-INDIES., 


The ecclesiasti¢al establishment support- 
ed by the British government in the West- 
Indies, Is very inadequate to the wants of 
the inhabitants, and particularly soto those 
of the slave population. Jamaica, which is 
more favoured with religious instruction 
than many of the Islands, has twenty-one 
parishes, with a Rector for each. In 1816, 
what is termed “ The Curates’ Bill,” was 
passed by the British Parliament, providing 
for the support of a curate in each arish, 
so that, * supposing that a supply of regu- 
lar clergymen can be found, we shall have 
42 persons to instruct about 400,000 of all 
deseriptions, inhabiting parishes of about 





140 square miles on an average, and in some 
of which the church is a day’s journey from 
the boundary.” S 

This is a lamentable state of things, but 
is not the worst view of the case. “ The 
Bahamas are a cluster of islands, formed 
into groupes: and parishes, nine in number. 
There is one clergyman of the established 
church for the whole; he resides at New- 
Providence, and whatever may be the suc- 
cess of his teaching there, all the other 
islands are of course ag destitute of imstruc- 
tion as if he were in England.” 

It is not surprising therefore that a great 
portion of the slaves are absolute pagans. 
ihe Moravians have done much. The 
Methodists have done much. But both, and 
especially the latter, have been subject to 
persecution. At Bridgetown, their Chapel 
was demolished, and the missionary obliged 
to seek safety in flight. ; 

That the intention of the British Parlia- 
ment in passing the ‘ Curates’ Bill” was 
good, may be true; one provision in that 
bill, however, has led to the grossest viola- 
tion of tie ordinance of Baptism, of wh° sh 
we have heard in modern times. Lie 
statements from the regular clergy, up to 
the year 1816, generally represent that they 
can give but little or no attention to the 
slaves. By the Curates’ Bill, however, 
“two and sixpence a head” was allowed 
for baptizing these poor creatures, and the 
Statements after this present “a singular 
contrast” to those before given. One cler- 
gyman, who for the sixteen preceding years 
had baptized only one hundred a year, bap- 
tized,in the first six months of 1817, five 
thousand slaves, and had taken “ prepara- 
tory measures” for the baptism of nineteen 
thousand more! For the baptism of 24,000 
he would be entitled to receive two thousand 
five hundred fiounds, which, if steriing 
money, as we suppose, is ruore than eleven 
thousand dollars. 

Other clergymen are imitating this zeal- 
ous and lucrative, but profane example. 
They find many of these slaves as absolute 
heathen, as can be discovered on the plains 
of India, or Africa; but for two and six- 
fence will baptize the poor pagans in the 
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost! One clergyman, who had baptized 

nly 835 in 9 months, himself says, “* most 
of tie candidates were extremely ignorant, 
as well of the vows required, as of the den- 
efits received in that sacrament.” —Benc- 
tits received! Surely the warmest advocate 
for baptismal regeneration by authorized 
clergy, would here say little of benefits re- 
ceived. 
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